                                       ANALYSIS 
The Ashes That Made Trees Bloom” is a touching Japanese folktale retold by William Elliot Griffis, which beautifully illustrates the timeless moral that kindness and sincerity bring reward, while greed and cruelty lead to downfall. Through the contrasting lives of two old couples, the author delivers a powerful message about moral integrity, compassion, and the consequences of human actions.The kind old couple live humbly, showing love and care even to a dog, which becomes a symbol of loyalty and divine blessing. Their selflessness leads to prosperity when the dog helps them find treasure. In contrast, the wicked neighbors, driven by envy, try to imitate the good couple’s fortune but fail miserably because their motives are rooted in greed. Their selfish acts bring them punishment instead of reward.
The passage where the wicked man throws ashes on the tree before the daimio vividly captures the story’s moral irony—the same ashes that performed miracles for the kind man become a source of humiliation and death for the wicked one. This reversal highlights the idea that deeds done with pure hearts bear fruit, while those born of deceit bring ruin.
Griffis’s language is simple yet vivid, using imagery and humor to make moral lessons engaging. The sneezing daimio scene adds comic relief while reinforcing poetic justice. The story ultimately celebrates the Japanese folk belief in karma, showing that nature itself seems to reward goodness and punish evil.
In essence, the tale is not merely about magical ashes or miraculous events but about the triumph of virtue over vice, reminding readers that inner goodness, not imitation or greed, leads to true happiness and peace.

Answer the following questions – SAQ
1. Mention the effect of the ashes when the wicked old man threw them before the daimio.
2. State the final condition of the kind old couple after the wicked man’s punishment.
3. Point out the quality that brought peace and prosperity to the good old couple.
Hots
1. Evaluate how the story shows that greed can destroy even the blessings that goodness creates. Support your answer with examples from the text.


